of the medical profession but since 1987 all speakers have been occupational therapists, with the majority coming from academia and research: 18 academics and researchers, three government officers, four clinicians and two COT staff (on two occasions lectures were not given due to ill health). Recent statistics suggest attendance at the COT conference, where the lecture is presented, falls approximately into 70% clinicians (social care and health) and 16-24% education/research (including students). This raises the question of why clinicians are not nominated in as many numbers as academics or researchers for the purpose of inspiring the profession via the speaker's individual message. The same trend has been noticed for COT Fellowships, with a recent call to encourage more nominations for practice-based occupational therapists (Melton et al., 2015) .
This year, happily, we had a leading clinician giving the Dr Elizabeth Casson Memorial Lecture, demonstrating the leadership and visionary qualities required for the profession (Jackson, 2015) . Let us continue to value and recognise the exceptional, inspiring qualities of people in all branches of our profession -get nominating! The Dr Elizabeth Casson Memorial Lectures are now available online as a special collection at the British Journal of Occupational Therapy and will be added to each year. Subscribers to the journal can access the collection via bjo.sagepub.com (see below).
